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In the Eye of the Storm is a collection of twelve unique and individual life stories of 
men and women who volunteered during the Australian AIDS epidemic. Each 
chapter is based on interviews conducted by the authors, and those that are 
interviewed are a varied lot. Each interviewee is linked by their past volunteer action, 
but aside from that there are few similarities and many different reasons for why they 
chose to volunteer. Nicola, for example, the subject of Chapter 8, volunteered 
because of her experience with loss and trauma and personal need for structure that 
she found in the gay community. Cipri, in Chapter 12, volunteered because of his 
own HIV-positive status and a desire to give back to the community that had once 
embraced him. Trevor, in Chapter 5, volunteered because of the loss of his younger 
brother, David, and a desire to see that other young gay men got to experience their 
lives fully. Each of these subjects are very unique from one another, and the other 
chapters of this book follow this pattern. 

The variety of topics covered in this book is one of its greatest strengths. Not 
only does it make for interesting and compelling reading, but it is evidence of the 
wide variety of people that the AIDS epidemic impacted and the breadth of people 
who chose to volunteer in response. The book shows that volunteers were not solely 
drawn from the gay community. It further highlights that those who were from the 
community were diverse and unique themselves. This book is also a great example 
of oral history’s distinctive strengths. The personal and reminiscent nature of these 
chapters is deeply descriptive and emotive in a way that traditional histories could 
never achieve. These stories for the most part are also exceptionally well told. The 
authors have done an excellent job of describing the atmosphere and tone of their 
interviews, weaving quotations and their own personal thoughts into their stories, all 
while providing critical historical context. 

It could be assumed that the downside of these varied chapters by multiple 
authors is that there is a disconnect between each chapter and the book’s overall 
objective of describing and understanding AIDS volunteerism. From a reader’s 
perspective this is true to a very limited extent, as moments of historical analysis 
appear light in comparison to the heavy and powerful life stories that this book 
features. Realistically, however, these chapters are shaped to show, rather than tell, 
the reader what AIDS volunteerism was. Motivations, emotional impacts, and 
descriptions of structure are all included within these life stories. The 
professionalization of community AIDS organisations, for example, is given 
significant attention in many of these chapters, detailing the personal impact of this 
transition as well as assessing how it happened.  

In the Eye of the Storm is overall an excellent contribution to the history of 
volunteers and Australia’s response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Reynolds, Robinson, 
and Sendziuk have created a unique and engaging collection that is a masterful 
example of the value of oral history. 
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