
 JACANZS, vol. 2 

© Australian, Canadian, and New Zealand Studies Network 

102 

Catherine Dewhirst and Richard Scully (Editors), Voices of Challenge in Australia’s 
Migrant and Minority Press (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), XIX+293pp. eBook. £87.50. 
ISBN: 978-3-0306-7330-7. 
 
I believe this is the first time that I have also reviewed the second volume of a two 
part series in the over sixty book reviews that I have written in my career. Following 
on from their The Transnational Voices of Australia’s Migrant and Minority Press 
(2020), Catherine Dewhirst and Richard Scully collaborated on another fascinating 
edited collection, this time focusing on voices of challenge in Australia’s migrant and 
minority press. In their introduction to the volume, they skillfully situate their 
collection in a very broad overview of the existing literature on the subject. In my 
review of the book, I will focus on three chapters which look at different migrant 
groups in the country: the French, Chinese, and Italians. 
 Alexis Bergantz’ ‘Remembering Australasie: European Settlers and Trans-
imperial Thinking in the Cosmopolitan Le Courrier Australien (1892–1896)’ explores 
the French publication Le Courrier Australien situating it in a broader trans-imperial 
context, which encompassed not only Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand, but also 
New Caledonia, the latter of which was a French colony. Bergantz quite rightly points 
out that this approach is quite unique as English-speaking historians in Australia and 
Aotearoa New Zealand seldom include New Caledonia in their geographical scope 
and French historians rarely even see New Caledonia as a French settler colony. Le 
Courrier Australien was a part of a broader expression of cosmopolitanism in the 
Australasian colonies, where French was regarded at the time as the language of 
sophistication, illustrated by its predominant use in diplomatic circles. However, the 
publication over time and certainly in its more recent revival tended to have more of 
a focus on trade links between Australia and France. This chapter seems to be a 
part of Bergantz’ fascinating broader monograph on French Connection: Australia’s 
Cosmopolitan Ambitions (2021), also reviewed in this issue of JACANZS. 
 ‘Publishing Sydney’s Chinese Newspapers in the Australian Federation Era: 
Struggle for a Voice, Community and Diaspora Solidarity’ by Mei-fen Kuo surveys 
the newspapers produced by Australia’s largest non-white migrant community at the 
time of federation: the Chinese. Mei-fen highlights that the major Chinese 
newspapers of the time were a reflection of the different political movements in 
China at the time, i.e. imperial and republican. However, what united them was a 
desire to improve the situation and status of the Chinese in Australia, especially in 
the face of the introduction of the White Australia Policy. Furthermore, the 
newspapers also actively encouraged the development of trade links between 
Australia and China, a parallel with Bergantz’ chapter above. Interestingly although 
the focus of Kuo’s chapter are Sydney’s Chinese newspapers, she does also 
mention some Melbourne ones to illustrate a contrast between the former who were 
more associated with the elite of the Chinese community in Australia and the latter 
that emerged from more labour activist roots. 
 Bruno Mascitelli’s ‘Reflections and Transition of Old and New Italian Media in 
Australia: The Case of Il Globo’ caught my eye as I recall from my own doctoral 
research that Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser presaged his introduction of an official 
policy of multiculturalism in Australia in 1978 in an article in Il Globo. Mascitelli 
emphasises that the Italian community is one of the largest non-British, European 
migrant communities in the country. Although he does point out that Italian migration 
to Australia has very much been in decline for some time now. But what has been 
quite striking about Il Globo is that it has had a dedicated readership of mainly older 
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men with a traditional outlook, who are not keen on reading their news, especially 
sports news, online. And being based in Australia means that the publication is 
ahead of other news outlets in announcing soccer scores due to the time difference 
between Australia and Europe. Mascitelli also interestingly outlines the political 
activism of Il Globo’s editorship, most strikingly seen in Italian-Australian 
parliamentarians representing overseas Italians in the Italian parliamentary upper 
house. He also comments on Il Globo’s active commentary on Italian politics, 
especially its opposition to the Communists gaining political power there. However, 
Mascitelli is not particularly optimistic about Il Globo’s future, what with the aging of 
its core readership of mainly male traditional Italians. Although he does highlight that 
there is an increase of tertiary students learning Italian in Australian universities. 
 I enjoyed reading Voices of Challenge in Australia’s Migrant and Minority 
Press, as I did its predecessor. Dewhirst and Scully should be commended for doing 
such an excellent job of editing a fascinating collection of chapters, which alongside 
its sister volume showcases the wonderful scholarship being produced in Australian 
media history, and in particular on Australian newspapers.  
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