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Introduction 
 
Jatinder Mann1 
 
I am excited to write this introduction to the latest issue of the Journal of Australian, 

Canadian, and Aotearoa New Zealand Studies (JACANZS), as there have been 

some exciting developments with the journal since the last issue. Firstly, the editorial 

board of JACANZS has expanded considerably. The new board members are 

Associate Professor Alex Calder (Te Whare Wānanga o Tāmaki Makaurau 

University of Auckland), Professor Tony Hughes (University of Western Australia), 

Dr. Andre Brett (Curtin University), Associate Professor Kate McMillan (Te Herenga 

Waka Victoria University of Wellington), Professor Yasmeen Abu-Laban (University 

of Alberta), Professor Ann McGrath (Australian National University), and Assistant 

Professor Chadwick Cowie (University of Toronto). All of these wonderful scholars 

bring a wealth of expertise which will build on the already substantial qualifications of 

the original members of the editorial board. I look forward to working with all of them 

on the continued success of JACANZS. And I want to publicly thank members of the 

editorial board of the journal for kindly being willing to review manuscripts received, 

suggesting potential reviewers, and even agreeing to write book reviews for the 

journal. 

 Talking about the Book Reviews section of the journal, readers will see that it 

now has a new sub-section for ‘Reflective Reviews’. These tend to be longer in 

length than our normal reviews and the authors relate their reviews to current events 

and even their own lives. The Book Reviews Editor of JACANZS, Ms. Emily Cornish, 

and I are very happy about the addition of this new sub-section to the Book Reviews 

 
1 I am grateful to Peter Thompson for peer reviewing this introduction and for his comments and 
suggestions. 
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section and believe it will strengthen what is already an excellent feature of the 

journal: a regular collection of very insightful book reviews. Emily is keen to receive 

future expressions of interest from those who want to write a reflective review (or a 

conventional review) for the journal. 

 This latest issue of JACANZS also has another new section of reflective 

pieces by leading/retired scholars looking back on their careers and the evolution of 

the field of Australian, Canadian, and Aotearoa New Zealand Studies during that 

time. We have a fascinating inaugural reflective piece by Professor Janet Wilson on 

her career in Aotearoa New Zealand Studies. This especially makes for very 

interesting reading as Professor Wilson actually started her career as a medievalist! I 

intend to include more reflective pieces in future issues of the journal. It is our hope 

this new section of JACANZS will become a regular feature. 

 All that is left for me to do now is to introduce the amazing articles and book 

reviews we have in this latest issue of JACANZS. Martin George Holmes’ 

‘Radicalism and Patrician Conservatism in Aotearoa New Zealand: The Case of 

William Downie Stewart Jr.’ analyses the conservatism of William Downie Stewart Jr. 

(1878–1949), a prominent Aotearoa New Zealand statesman and historian. The 

existing historiography is ambiguous: Stewart has been called the last influential 

patrician politician in Aotearoa New Zealand, and yet his radical tendencies have 

sparked disagreement about whether he really merits the label ‘conservative’. This 

disagreement is symptomatic of a larger debate over the existence of other Aotearoa 

New Zealand patrician conservatives with radical views. Holmes argues that the 

radicalism of Stewart and his fellows stemmed from their desire to create a Better 

Britain in the Antipodes. He maintains, however, that they were still conservatives 

because they sought to defend their Better Britain from forces that risked 
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undermining it. To help elucidate this point, Holmes briefly draws on the experience 

of Canadian Red Toryism. 

 ‘Canada’s Northwest Passage and the Potential for Co-Management' by 

Nicole Covey asserts that the legal status of the Northwest Passage remains 

contested and as the rate of polar maritime traffic continues to increase, the status 

quo of Canada and the United States of America (USA) ‘agreeing to disagree’ 

becomes more tenuous. Canada asserts that the passage is historic internal waters 

while the USA understands the passage to be an international strait. Covey’s article 

follows the ‘sovereignty to the side’ thesis and argues that one way Canada can 

assert its sovereignty and control over the disputed Passage is through the creation 

of a co-management council that would highlight Indigenous knowledge and 

participation, drawing inspiration from Aotearoa New Zealand’s Whanganui River 

Council. The proposed Canadian Northwest Passage Maritime Council would have 

three different bodies (Observatory Body, Advisory Core, and Decision-Making 

Committee) working together with various levels of authority to help make decisions 

regarding the management of the Northwest Passage. The proposed Council would 

not only help to legitimize Canada’s position in the international arena but also 

demonstrate its commitment to highlighting northern Indigenous voices in Arctic 

governance and thus make this stance more favourable. 

 Both articles in this issue of JACANZS are representative of the cutting edge 

research that is taking place in Australian, Canadian, and Aotearoa New Zealand 

Studies. The journal continues to provide a particularly welcoming platform for 

emerging scholars to showcase their research. And the open access nature of 

JACANZS means that those articles and the research on which they are based will 
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reach many more people than if they were behind expensive paywalls. The journal is 

especially proud of this. 

 As you will also observe the Book Reviews section of this latest issue of 

JACANZS is quite extensive; this is because there was one issue of the journal this 

year, compared to two last year. As per usual there is an excellent selection of 

reviews showcasing the latest books published in Australian, Canadian, and 

Aotearoa New Zealand Studies. I want to publicly thank Emily once more for her 

excellent work as Book Reviews Editor, which involves not only securing potential 

book reviewers (which is no small task in itself), but also liaising with publishers to 

get review copies of books sent out, following up with reviewers to see whether they 

have received said copies, agreeing on a deadline for the submission of their 

reviews, following up, and editing the reviews. I do try to help her where I can in my 

role as Editor-in-chief of the journal, which I think is appreciated by Emily. Something 

that she commented on recently is that Australian based academics seem more 

willing to review books than their Canadian counterparts. We do not know why this is 

so. I do not believe it can be related to a difference in workload, as academics in 

both countries have similar demands on their time. I am reminded of my attitude 

when it comes to being asked to write book reviews (of which I have written over 

sixty): If you want someone to review your book, then be willing to do the same for 

someone else. 

 So, perhaps due to this greater willingness of Australian academics to write 

book reviews the Book Reviews section is quite Australian heavy in this issue of the 

journal. However, as I have mentioned in previous introductions to issues of 

JACANZS, this varies with each issue and will most likely balance out amongst 

several issues. As I said above, we have a new ‘Reflective Reviews’ section in this 
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issue of the journal. Māmari Stephens (Te Rarawa) who is also a member of the 

editorial board of the journal inspired this section with her wonderful review of Protest 

Tautohetohe. She is joined by Hemopereki Hōani Simon who has also written a very 

interesting reflective review of He Kupu Taurangi. As I mentioned above, Emily and I 

look forward to hopefully receiving more reflective reviews in the future. The 

conventional reviews in this issue of the journal are as insightful as always, and both 

Emily and I want to thank the reviewers for their time and effort in this 

underappreciated aspect of academia. 

 Looking forward JACANZS hopes to publish its first special issue of the 

journal next year. There will be the usual great selection of book reviews, along with 

hopefully some reflective reviews, as well as some pieces by senior scholars in 

Australian, Canadian, and Aotearoa New Zealand Studies reflecting on their careers 

and the evolution of their respective fields during that time. 


