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Special Theme:  

Black Lives Matter, Volume 1 2022 

Legalities welcomes submissions to a special themed issue on Black Lives Matter.  

In 2013, three African American women – Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi – opened 

the worldwide conversation ‘Black Lives Matter’. They inspired a movement which offers ‘an 

ideological and political intervention in a world where Black lives are systematically and intentionally 

targeted for demise’. As they tweeted after the sentencing of George Floyd’s killer, ‘Justice would 

be that our Brother … were still here to raise his daughter, love his family, and live out his life to its 

fullest potential’.  

Black Lives Matter’s intervention has been adopted and adapted by activists and advocates in 

Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand who seek to expose the systemic racism, violence and antipathy 

faced by tangata whenua/First Peoples, migrants and refugees in their encounters with the settler-

colonial nation state.  

In Australia, the 1991 Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody (RCIADIC, 1991) exposed 

the overrepresentation of First Peoples in their encounters with police and custodial institutions, 

though few of its 339 recommendations have been substantively implemented. To Australia’s 

ongoing shame, First Peoples continue to experience alarmingly high rates of imprisonment and 

deaths in custody, with 474 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples having died since the 1991 

Royal Commission (Allam and others, 2021). Asylum seekers, refugees and migrant communities also 

experience discriminatory treatment in their engagement with state institutions through practices 

such as off-shore processing, indefinite detention, and racial profiling in policing. 

In Aotearoa New Zealand, tangata whenua continue to bear the brunt of police violence and policies 

of over-surveillance and discrimination in decisions to stop, search, charge and convict. Māori are 

seven times more likely than non-Māori to be subject to police use of force, reinforcing mutual 

distrust between Māori communities and law enforcement. Police practices lead to increased Māori 

engagement with the justice system, and ultimately to hyper-incarceration well in excess of 

population levels – across all age levels and genders. Tangata o le Moana are also disproportionately 



represented within the criminal justice system in Aotearoa, reflecting long histories of over-

surveillance and discrimination epitomised in the Dawn Raids of the 1970s. 

Throughout both countries, these alarming rates and statistics indicate that racism is systemic and 

endemic in state institutions, as well as being present – and intersecting with other modes of 

oppression – within these states more broadly. Significant disparity is also demonstrated in access 

to power and rates of socio-economic experience and social inclusion by tangata whenua/First 

Peoples, migrants and refugees in both countries. The terror attack on New Zealand’s Muslim 

community in 2019 and the ongoing threats and hate acts towards those communities in Australia 

and Aotearoa reveal the depths of this violence. 

These realities prompt the question – do Black lives matter in the systems of the settler-colonial 

nation state? In other words, are tangata whenua/First Peoples, migrants and refugees living under 

and with these systems able to live out their lives to their fullest potential?  

We invite contributions in response to the Black Lives Matter movement, that critique and propose 

responses to the endemic and systemic failures of state accountability and justice endured everyday 

by tangata whenua/First Peoples, migrants and refugees in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Submissions are due 18 October 2021.  

Submissions must not have been submitted for publication elsewhere. Articles should not exceed 

8,000 (including references). Submission of Artistic works and expressions are also welcome.  

Submissions may be considered for an Interventions section and Reviews, as space permits. 

Submissions for Interventions should be up to 5,000 words (including references) and up to 2500 

words for reviews.  

Papers should be in typed format and double-spaced. The Style guide will be made available upon 

request.  

Please send submissions by email to: legalities@scu.edu.au 

Special Theme Editors:  

Associate Professor Khylee Quince (AUT), Marcelle Burns (UNE),  

Dr Fleur Te Aho (UoA), Associate Professor Jennifer Nielsen (SCU) 
 

About Legalities 

Legalities is the Journal of the Law and Society Association of Australia and New Zealand. It publishes high 

quality scholarship in the broad field of socio-legal studies that are contextually sensitive, theoretically 

informed, critically engaged and interdisciplinary in scope, including on topics such as law and society, legal 

geography, law and politics, criminology, law and economy, law and culture, legal history, feminist legal 

theory, critical race studies, critical legal theory, law and colonialism/imperialism, queer and transgender 

legal theory, environmental law, law and psychoanalysis, law and literature, law and social activism, animal 

law, law and education. We are particularly interested in work that speaks to the context of Aotearoa, 

Australasia and the Global South. 

For more information see https://www.euppublishing.com/loi/legal  
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