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Close antipodes: Poland-New Zealand relations in the processes of world 

globalization and diversification  

 

In this book  the author explains social and political phenomena that are 

connected with Poland – New Zealand relations. As yet there have been no 

comprehensive studies that would consider such relations in the context of globalization. 

In its most general sense the study discusses such relations in the processes of world 

globalization and diversification. The work is based on primary sources, literature of 

this particular issue, interviews, newspapers and public information. Search queries 

were made in: London, Wellington, Warsaw, Gdańsk, Poznań, and other places. Its 

author focuses on political actors from both sides: New Zealand and Poland.  

The hypothesis of this study is an assumption that New Zealand and Poland have 

been striving to close bilateral relations from the very beginning. Auxiliary hypothesis 

was formulated too. This is an assumption that two factors were important for New 

Zealand- Poland relations: activity of Poles in New Zealand and attempts to find new 

markets in both countries as new partners in manufacture and commerce. Research 

questions have been raised, such as: How close  are New Zealand and Poland  in the 

cultural and civilization perspective? What historical and political events were most 

important for New Zealand evolution/development? How did first contacts between 

Poland and New Zealand occur and how did they evolve? To what extent did  Poles in 

New Zealand influence  Poland – New Zealand relations? What are barriers and 

possibilities for the development of relations between the  two states? 

The analysis and synthesis is based on a number of theoretical perspectives, such 

as constructivism – to highlight the importance of society, civil society and individuals 

in creating international relations.  

The study consists of the following parts: introduction, 4 chapters, summary, 

bibliography and indexes.  

 The first chapter is strictly theoretical. Research and literature about undertaken 

topic are presented. Methodology and theory are described.  

The second chapter  presents political history and  system of New Zealand. This 

chapter is based mainly on literature and statistical data as a means of primary source.  



The third chapter is mainly based on primary sources from archives located in: 

Great Britain, Poland, New Zealand and the United States of America. In this chapter 

Poland – New Zealand relations are presented since their very beginning till 2019.  

The last,  fourth,  chapter is dedicated to Poles that live in New Zealand to 

highlight their meaning for relation between Poland and New Zealand, and to show how 

this community has evolved since they first got to New Zealand.  

Some unexpected conclusion emerged after empirical study, for example: Poles 

in New Zealand have played a  significant role as an incentive for developing bilateral 

relations; the process of development of bilateral relations is not constant but consists 

of several stages, Poles and New Zealanders shared political values, there is an evident 

movement from national to global economy, New Zealand is a highly pragmatic state 

and so are  New Zealand political elites , technicization and dehumanization is obvious 

in both countries, civil society and NGO’s are crucial for developing bilateral relations, 

during the time of Cold War New Zealand was an object of communists’ propaganda 

both from Poland and  the USSR, high level of individualism of today’s New Zealand 

citizens, Poland’s role and importance in New Zealand has raised since UE access, Poles 

in New Zealand in general terms accept political system of the Third Republic of Poland. 

Both countries have a lot in common, but apart from shared political values and interests 

on global stage like promotion of human rights, there are also spheres of rivalization 

like agriculture.  

New Zealand – Polish relations have evolved through six several stages: first 

from the end of 18th century to the end of 19th century through first Polish explorers and 

settlers; second from the end of 19th century to 1918 when Poland regained its 

independence; third from early 1920 to the outbreak of WWII through Polish Jews who 

fled Poland in 1930’s and through several occasions when Poland met New Zealand on 

international stage; fourth through the war when we were brothers of arms and when 

New Zealand accepted Polish Children in Pahiatua till denunciation of recognition of 

Polish Government in Exile in London; fifth through Cold War till Autumn of Nations 

in 1989/1990 when Poles in New Zealand played a huge role to promote Polish 

independence and both countries were looking for new markets and business 

opportunities, besides being  part of enemy blocks; sixth when The Third Republic of 

Poland was established through the access to the EU in 2004 till now.  

 


