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Pain and suffering are at the core of our wounds which often trigger heightened emotions when 

we engage with the root causes of the pain and suffering (Freire, 1970; hooks, 2003; Matias, 

2013; Reyes, 2019). Systemic oppression continues to dehumanize individuals and social groups 

in relation to ideas, policies, and institutional practices that have been normalized and become 

hegemonic, often accepted without resistance or critique, which silence voices and experiences 

of those who challenge the status quo. As a process, this reinforces complicity and reproduces 

oppressive conditions dominating “over ways of thinking, knowing, valuing, feeing, doing, and 

becoming” (Reyes, 2019, p. 1).  

 

On a systemic level, institutional violence silences pain, marginalizes counter-stories of 

suffering, and seeks to erase the visibility of oppression on multiple levels: 

   

a) Pain of Telling & Reliving Trauma: Who is in a position to speak of their pain and suffering? 

What medium is used to share their pain and suffering? How is the narrative told strategically in 

relation to existing power dynamics? 

b) Pain of Being Silenced & Not Heard: Who can share their pain and suffering in a way that is 

heard? How are the tellers impacted by sharing their story/experience which might challenge the 

status quo?  

c) Pain of Trying to Forget: How can silence and forgetting be a form of coping, healing, and 

resistance?  

 

This issue seeks to confront and rupture various forms of domination in education by visibilizing 

systemic wounds caused by institutional violence and a culture of domination that masks and 

silences certain truths and ideologies and consequentiality dehumanizes certain social groups 

(hooks, 2003; Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, 2015). As Freire (1970) points 

out, dehumanization is characterized by injustice, exploitation, oppression, violence, and those 

robbed of their humanity. Who is the recipient of systemic violence more so than others and why 

does this continue to occur and be reproduced socially, culturally, economically, and politically?  

 

While this special issue focuses on visibilizing systemic wounds of oppression that seeks to 

silence and mute marginalized narratives and counter-stories in education, it goes beyond simply 

mapping the oppression by exploring how to engage with our pain and suffering as pedagogy for 

personal and systemic liberation. As Matias (2013) points out, it is important to acknowledge and 

invest in causation of our tears in order to find a way “to wipe them away” (p. 187). Engaging 

with pain and suffering can be emotionally exhausting by triggering past trauma and on-going 

fears and anxieties, yet it can be productive force, that facilitates revolutionizing our soul and 
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spirits for different purposes ranging from survival, to mourning, healing, and in some cases 

mobilization towards collective-action for personal and systemic change.  
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Instructions for Research Article Submissions 

 

Should be written with the following elements in the following order: title page; abstract; 

keywords; main text introduction, materials and methods, results, discussion; acknowledgments; 

declaration of interest statement; references; appendices (as appropriate); table(s) with caption(s) 

(on individual pages); figures; figure captions (as a list) 

 

Research Articles are evaluated on the following criteria: 

1. What is the central research problem or issue? Is the research problem or issue clearly present 

and clearly articulated? 

2. How effectively are the research questions presented? 

3. To what degree does the piece address the aims and scope of the special issue and the journal? 

4. How effectively is the relationship between what is known about the issue (existing literature), 

and what needs to be known (literature gap) presented? 

5. Does the piece describe a clear and relevant analytical / theoretical framework? 

6. What methodology is employed, and how / to what degree does it fit with the research 

question / purpose? 

7. How effectively are the procedures for data collection described? 

8. How effectively are the data collection tools described? 

9. How effectively is the data analysis plan presented? Where / how / to what degree are original 

research questions referenced here? 

10. How effectively does the article present and discuss its primary source material? 

11. How effectively is the analytical frame employed? 

12. To what degree does the article demonstrate its significance? 

13. To what degree are future questions / research possibilities suggested? 
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14. What are the limitations to the study, and how are they acknowledged? 

 

Abstracts can be emailed directly to Dr. Ardavan Eizadirad at aeizadirad@gmail.com with 

“DIME Special Issue” as the email title. 

All article submissions must be written in APA format 7th Edition.  

Maximum word count for article submissions is 6000 words including references. 
 

Acceptance into the special issue will be a 4 stage process as outlined below:  

  

1) Abstracts Submission Deadline (maximum 300 words):  July 30 2020 

2) Conditional Acceptance will be given by September 30 2020 

3) Complete Article Submission Deadline: December 15 2020 

4) At the final stage, your article will go through a blind-review process where it will be 

evaluated by 3 different reviewers. The final acceptance into the special issue is 

dependent on successful acceptance by all reviewers.  

 

We look forward to your submission.  

 

Dr. Ardavan Eizadirad & Dr. Steve Sider  
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